17 Wilsonisn Smibme Club Mapazine

Date  Time Event Contact/Noles v
R - i
| 25 Juiine 11.30 Wi soimwas EﬂAHﬂ Pﬂlﬂi Chur Sramier Evenl
T Mduly 1300 Club Open Day - I

1E3C Ewening Race & Evening Meal Thve Nitsonton Saling Ciut Nagadine
02 July MYC Medway Marathon® Mo chu Faging
W meds syyachiciub.com
BJuly 1100 Medway Dinghy Regatta Silave James
B.uly 1000
=26 Aug Junior Training Week Arnm Haathar
27 Aug 0 Three Race Regatta Adlow ime to sall to
gkart ne. Folly
| Mon 28 gug 14400 Pursuit Race 2 {Eank Hollday] Tany Hund
Zcratch Race a.m.
MAug  1E30 Last Wesnestay Evening Race
10 Sept  17:00 Crews’ Race/Singleh anded Race
Qo
14:00 Leigh Trophy '
_S-aiﬁ Sap WSC - MYC Inter-Club Challznge Finale*  + gvening socal
HstOct Children in Need Sail Tom Lamberl
1
3 Oet 1330 Laying-Up Cup |
05 Mo 1030 Winter Serfes Starts I
1T Dec 1030 Last Wintar Saries Race
Prizegiving & Chilldren's Party pum.

0f Jan OF 1200 Chilly Willies Qpen Handicap Rece

L Counis onvand Intsr-Club Challenge
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On the cover: Awobearned spalight on Peber Homes, =ail talning are walsba
sugrame, 1o whom we all cwe (hanks for his senices 1o 0 club, Phofo: Asdssw Elark

Editorial  vom i

We're starting to get a skearm of
arlickes about dinghy sailing sub-
mitted {zee those of Stewart
Roberson and Doug Hommer in this ©
iEsue), which B something that has
raised a kot of posithve comment.
20 if amy of you have zailing ;
foughts, memories or views you'd
like to express, please fire away, §B
You don't even have to be right - if &5
you stimukate a debate 'you will
also have served. .’

Photos havs not bean forthcaming s stots of 3000's? This one by Pe-
recantly, but that's hardly surpris-  ter Horner, from the Freezer,

ing = light alrs or rainy blustary

days don’t make for the best of subjects or sasiest of photo shools. Do
think about your camera though please, if you'ne about to do a rescue
boal duty and it's a nice sunny F3-4 day.

Can you ket me have any copy by 15th November, pleasa?
Copy to: 2, Brezenden Closa, Upnor, Rochester, MEZ 4XW
Telephone: 01634 727217

E-mail: tanyhunt@waitrose_com

Or use e box ol the fop of the stairs’

Wl the Editor does & for of

WILSOMAN SAILING CLUB Hoo, Kant 01634 260318
www.wilsoniansc.org. vk
COMMODORE Colin Treadwell 01634 716226
colin rireadweliEfineone, net
SECRETARY Jo Wicken (1474 872444
tiwickenfRbtintarmat.com
SAILING SECRETARY lanr Pars 01474 T4a088

ian parrisginlusyandes ceuk
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Pursuit Race 1

# forecast of rain and thunder, plus warnings of strong wirds, translat-
ing inta the passage of & couple of cold fronts, all on & Bank Holiday
honcay meant that staness for this avent were a mere seven of those
who neverheless decided 10 come 1o the club, after several prospective
racers decided o go home rather thar venture torth.

Maoreover, thase that did sail experienced very variable winds. Some
competitors took 10 minutes o caar the windward shore of he club
while at the sama time earlier starters were already planing wildly in
Finup Reach. As a rasull, the handicaps were to pol, and the closehe-
ounched finish i which we've become accustomed in Pursuit Races
was not in evidance.

Stephanie Wicken in her Topper, fresh from a sixth place in the club
opan the previous Saturday, led for the bulk of the race before being
overauled by Doug Horner, single-handing his dad's Miracke, as They
came back in sight of the club, Stephanie than reclaimed her lead on
the beat whare Doug found himself overpowered, but than failed to cap-
ftalise an her advartage by not covering and getting the wrong sida of a
windshift,

Doug then steamed away to win (the Miracle performs vary well down-
wind without crew-welght!), giving a short demonstration of single-
handed three-sailing wntil he fell his luck might run out. Stephanie se-
tured her second place to leave a long gap before Phil Harris, who had
spent a long time before the race deciding balweean his YVortex and
Vareo (and probably making the wrong choice as luck had it), crossed
the finish in tha Vortex.

Thanks 10 a not unfamiliar late stan, John Gouwdie's Wayfarer, crewed
by Geoff Lambert, was not & front runner and had to settle for fourth,
while Steve Tinnams @&nd Jason Ramsden brought up the rear on this
gecasion. That said, both were refatively new to thelr machines and ap-
peared o show noticeable iImprovement even over the course of the
day, 50 hey shouldn’t expact 8 much easier handicap nesd timel

1 Do Horner Miracle

2 Stephanie Wicken Toppes

3 Phil Harris Wirbes A
i John Goudie/Geoff Lambert  Wayfarer
B Steva Tinnams RS 600

[ Jason Ramsden Contendar
ONF  Simon Conwayflan Parris RS 800
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Topper & laser Radial/4.7 0nen oyRoy Wianen

An encouraging 18 visitors [pined fowr Nome Doats for the Topper
Open, while just four wisitors contested the Laser Radial Open with our
own boals disappointingly absent. Thers wens no Laser 4.7,

The steady light to moderate southwestery compensated for the Cver-
cast skies and occasional lkght showers 1o give good manageable con-
ditions.

Martin Evans led the Laser Radials all v way amund the trepezoid
course over the four [2ps for & comfortable win in the first race, After
[unch the high tide allowed e course to ba set in Hoo Bay, out of lhe
main ahipping channel, for tha two back-to-back races. Another com-
manding win for Evans ensured top spot while Waes Absolom was sec-
ond &gain. Abselom then beat Evans to the ling in tha final race bo se-
CUM runmWes-up peize,

The Toppers were 100 kean to start the first race and had lo suffer a
general recall. They al kepl clear of the line the second time and Fred-
dle Connor got off to an excelent start 1o take an early lead but then al-
iowed the chasing pack through when he discovered ke bal e was
missing out the last mark of the course, Howsnwer, he recovered his
eading position over the next” two laps to take line honours, with Ben
Palmer second and Ben Slater third, In race 2 Max Richardson kapt off
the chaliange from Juba Back to win, making up for a poor fitth in race
oree, while Connar came from behind for third. With o reces to count,
a good rasult in the third race was crucial to (it the top prizes. Connor
did just thal e won by a comifortable margin for ovarall viclany and
Richardson followed Connor ome o guarantes secand on aggregabe.
& fourth for Palmer allowsd hirm io discard a 10th place 1o claim third
prize, while Beck had done enoupgh previously for fourth and kater
addad another third for ffth overall.

Stlephanie Wicken, the highest placed Witsanian enlry, was unforiunate
to miss out on the peizes, with consistent Sth, 7th and Bth places she
ended up sixth on agoregats.

Topper Rasults

151 45152 Freddie Conncr Bexhill SC 1312
Znd 45373 Max Richardson Hastings E1213
Zrd 44564 Bien Pakrer lsland Barm Reservoir SC 21048
4th 40877  Julia Back Paparcourt SC 42586
Bih 45155 Ban Slater Baxhill SC 3436

Gth 44304 Staphania Wicken Wilsoplan 2C TBE13
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From the COMMOUOI®  corin rreamwen

iMhikst the season may now be wall undenyay, our summer weather
seems o have sluded us o far, Stil, it hasn't stopped us being a3 ac-
tive as ever, judging by the number of cars in tne car park and he num-
ber of boats out on the water each Sunday. It's grast o 5ea.

&% wesual, @ ol of work continuss behind the scanes. Examples inchde
the building of a new EBunching trolley for the Jeanneau, the installation
of new rsars on our mooring buoys, the re-tubing of Blugbird, the laying
of a new flooring on the landing and the development of 8 managemant
plan to improve and develop our fleet of club boats far use by mem-
bers, to name but 8 few. My thanks go to evenyone inwalved not just
with thase ks, but also all the other excellent behind-the-scenes work.,

Rafeming back briefly o our Clisb Boat Development Plan, | should aiso
point out that wae have bean suocesstul in atquirng a E350 grant from
tedway Couwncil to put towards the purchase of another Club boat

We have struck a daal with Medway Outdocr Education Centre al
Gillingham, in which our trusted old friend Yilsonian will be exchangad
for two Topper dinghies to add 10 our ieet of club boats. [t's greal o
know that she iz going o a good home, and that we will continue 1o see
ner out on the river

Wi'e will shortly be replacing tha larga, sliding window shutlers 2t the
aast and weasl ends of the Clubhouse with naw metal roller shuliers,
sasily aperated by an Internal winding handle, This should make kfe
easier for COOs inthe fulure,

Just a quick reminder for those of you with a baal parking space on the
nawly surfaced areas — please ansure that you usa the tyes filled with
concrale o restrain your boat, and do NOT attempl o drive anything
into the ground fesby punsturing the mambrang beneath the surface
and Insing ks integrity

The deployment of assistant COO0s has received some very positive
feadback, making the life of soma of cur CDOs a litile easier and hep-
ing to train fubure COOs. Ifanyone Nas any comment 1o make in this
regand, pheass lalk 1o Brign Lemb or any fiag officar. Whist on the sub-
ject of CDOs, we have produced a COO checkiist 1o assist 8s a8 quick-
reference guide 1o the opaning, running and closing of the Chub. These
are not intended to replace the detailed “nstrucbone”, which them-
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snlves are being updatad, but rather 1o supplemeant tham. They should
e availsble wary shorily

You may soon nolice a Few "strange” boats being stored in our chicken
shed facility. If 50, they are club boats belonging o Madslone Sailing
Club, who will shority be Iosing their losal Clubhouse and boat storage
lacilities. They are not privately-owned boals, and they will number ooy
a few. We have agreed o assist them by providing a termporary stor-
age facilly, at the normal rate, while they consider their cptions. We
will require removal of their boats before Movamber, in order b make
the facilty hully available fo our own members.

Whilst the matter of Avian Influenza (bird llu) may have escaped racant
news repoits, it still remaing a real threat, YWe should remain akert 1o
the risk, particularly in view of our location in the estuary. The curment
DEFRA reporting guidelines are as follows:

i) onaor more dead swans or wild fowl (ducks and geese)

i) rnore than 3 dead birds of the same species

i) rmore than 5 dead birds of different speces in the same place

If you do come across any of fhe above situations, you showld inform
the CDO or a Flag Officer immediately, who should then cortact the
DEFRA helpline on 08450 33 55 77 between 6.00am and 10.00pm
(including Sundays)

Our Medway Regaitta is fast approaching. Please keep tha weakend
free in your diarkes and jein in if you possibly can. Uis always a very
enjovable pecasion, both on and off the water, and the more who take
part the better tha event for all concemed. | am hoping for a bumper
enbiy thie year, We have secured a good sponsorship deal, and it is
likcely that all competitors will receive a free t-shirt upon enlry.

Finally, you may be aware that our Medway Regatta has baen very well
supportad over the last few years by members of Broxbourne Sailing
Club. This year Broxbourna will be hobding their own two-day regatia
over the first weekend of September, and would be very pleased to see
and welcome boals from our club for their event. Perscnally speaking,
given how friendly they all seem to be, | think it is likely to make fara
very enjoyable weekend. | am thinking of goirg along, and would hate
ta go alone, (f anyona i intéresiad in coming aking, please kel ms
krcw.

Happy salling
Colin Treadwell
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Slew Heap Fleat
Jim Tyler Ama Tyier
JHIE Ft Berrvinygham
A Coing
R Meulay

Mirachs . Flest
Pl mrtif S LW e Bopom
Diawvid Hindesn Japiie Moo
Pelar Homor Drreid Brooke:
[STIR L ]
Laghery ORoLT D Ange ChenancalChne W
Colin Lowan Kalin Lown

Crin Chanmaman

Ban Brocks

Gordon Wallacs

Chwia WalsMook Band
Pl Lasviprel
R

Sy Petlilu

Ty Laremppices
Tom Broiks
Leah Johnson
ChnzWaka
dack Lamgral
Dua Hanang
Sarah Cotton

Miracle p.m. Flesl

Calin Loan
David Hudson
Léskery O'Hourka
Martin Hmith
PeberDioug Homer
Pred Nudds
Chns Chamman
Hall Lamgrull
find rew Clares
Gandan Wallsos
Chrin Wi
Torm Bapelg

Fena Wvalis

Peter Homenkisaroen Lrsm
Jaghia Hisd s

Jehn SN

Mk D Groom

D d Brook sttlan Fams

Tty Losegrows
Jak Lo rall

Ly dedwiiRon
Hick Srant
Ben Boaoes

Suw Harnam
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Spring Points Results
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el #0
Lamar JOC0
Laser SO
CooniE ke
Copney
Caprmy
RE BOD
RE100
Musio Skl
Lusar #3006
e

Lorflandsr

Lsawaar
Kemirel
430

Liasa J0C0
[T
Lamer 2000
Lmer' 10CH)
Lasmer 3000

Pranitm
Larmasr 300
Wimytwnr
Lagar Rackal
Lazer 2000
Lagar|l
Plranisie
Buzz

Birz

Tl

Faet H'cap Flaet -
Chuts Ashby
T =]
Siewait Sobenson
Ml Jonss
P Hadar
Tt Kl
Fman Gomasy
Pt Weyrn
Garahargm Sinilh
Jomin Tiennams:
Genan Middlston

LCNTHES Pl ]

Medium H'cap Fleat
Gowrckin Badohar
Bicks Thstiin
Alae Rodgars
Ml Ao Blem
CGraham Jenkirmson
Jegne Lewrrbrd
Ry WinraibZeoll Lember

Tom Lambes il i Srrdhy
Tomy Hurl

Brinn Reas

Tieerg Huird

Brinn Lk

SoEpe Qupen

[raie Vithargrans
Caaitd Famach
Wik Fanon-simih
bilzirtin Broem
Adam Traacdwall

St Rogirs

21 antries
Mika Srvih
St Mason

M asihew Robertmn/R ielindle
Jonaham Osgood

Paii! Roddgem
B Prosmoniicola Sih

Eogise Tirnams

- 38 eniries

Pener Soodiiohn Guratt
Anmn Smith
Ay Hotkep'Cally Evana

Faul Thorpss
Sood Lomiert'Sleve Brdges

Bnols SmithTors Lambert Toery Hunl

Euceaniig Hal
Evian Worslk

danicg Swith

Adzon Wil s

Arnaady Randall
Torim Wi s
Aindrew Rogam

Eg g @3 822488

ATl MR
& b &8 488
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I'm sura most of vou will by now be aware of our new systermn of caaring
away sciled crockery and cuffery el during lunch pericds, makng i
easkar for those who sit down after others hiave finished thair lurseh, and
making il easier for the kitchan eraw during a very busy penod in a very
restricted area. | would like to thank everyone for their co-operaton S0
far with the new arrangements. | have also recaived S0mea very posiive
feedback. If vou haven'l yel been o the club this year, we are asking if
you would Kindly ciear your table &t the and of your lunch, placing the
plates, cups and cullery in the appropriata receptacles provided and
Glearly labalad.

A couple of reminders:

July 1 Evening raca bilowed Dy an evening meal (Tlul opean
day)
July B/8 Madway Regalta, with breakfast available each merming

and Saturdsy evening BEBO and disco

If you will not be taking part in ither of these events but neverinelass
intand to comne along during the evening and wish o eat, please ado
your name to the lists which will e digptayed on the notice board on the
stairs landing.

Thank you

Jane Treadwell

The Trinity and The Challenge

Both Mr & Mrs Commodors have mentioned the Medway Regatta, and
quite right b, This should be a must-do part of every member's yaar

But don't forpet the other two big events that come bul once a year, all
i @ row, our Grand Prix and the Medway Marathon, Both of these are
greal events which provide disfinet memaries that last while senes
races fade into an amorphous heap.

Plaase make an effor to do all three - we need a good turnoul o boost
our goore in e Infer-Club Challenge. And don't ba put off from any of
thess avents if vou'ne & novice - evenone i welcome and they make
Tor Bath inferesting and useful experiencas

5
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Sailing Secretary’s Report

Sa. the South Kent was a bit of a windless disappaintment this year.
Nawver mind, you've a chance to have anothar go af the terrtony in the
MYC's Medway Marathon on Znd July. This takes place the day after
our Open Day and Evening Raca,

The wesk afler the Marathon comes the Medway Dinghy Regatta.
This is a chance for people of all skl levels o enjoy a whole weskend's
racing and socialising, a proper open avent, wilhout having to leave the
comfort of your own club. There two races each day, the irst on Satur-
day at 11:00, on Sunday at 10:00. Three fo count If four are mwin, VWe'ne
expecting starls for Fast, Medium and Stow handicaps, plus Wayfarers
and, if 12 pre-entrles are received 48 hours in advance, Vortices. Also
the: Mirachas ane hoping to muster enough pre-entries for thair own
start. We usually get as lot of visitors including a large contingent fonm
Broechoume; plesse make tham fesl at home.

Moving on 1o 27th August, we have the Three Race Regatta. This
event was concelved to give all boafs, as! ands siow alke, an aequal
chance of winning, and mvolves taking average times sround 3 lapping
course, thus avoiding e siew boats salling fong before or after the oth-
ers when the wind inevitably dizs. Again, something for everyone. then.

Mext day, Bank Holiday Monday, we have s scratch race in the morn-
ing, them the second Pursuit Race, Usual format: individial stads fram
just off the shore (tha RO will hold your boat if you're nice o him) sc-
cording o personal handicaps. First ovar the finish ine wins.

On 10th September, we have the Leigh Trophy - a long distance race
for sonnoisseurs of of abscure parts of the river, thanks to & very high
tide. In the morning we have the Crew's Race, a chanca for all you un-
sung heroes to strut your stuff on &n easy course, while for those with-
out 8 crew wa'ne organising a Singlehanded Race for the first time (in
2 lang while, anyway). Usa any boat, from a Topper to 8 48'er (If you're
‘ard enoughl),

The following Salurday, 18th Ssptember, we have the Inter-Club Chalk
lenge Finale agsinst MYC, complate with evening bash open to all,
sailors and non-sailors alike. We're oroanieing this vear, and we des-
perately need support frorm all of you - last year we lost the challenge
througn purg lack of WSC bogts. Mice format: & race downsiream, re-
start downriver and & race back o tha club,

Wilsnvine Sailimg Clob Mapasine

rule which enables you to caltulste tide haight for any hour in between
the HW and LW figures given. Basically the tide doss not go out and
come in at an even rala, but siarts slowly and increases to its highas:
rate at the 3" and 4™ hours then decreases. The Twalfihs ruls works by
aplitting the range of tide haight bekwaen LW and HW and dwiding it by
bwelve. I b first hoor 1712 will go ot or in, it 2= hour 292 and
the 3 & 4" hours 312 each, in the 5™ hour 2/12 and 8" haur 112 On
our date of April 19 HW is 5.3m and LW is 1.1m so the range s 4 2m
divided by 12 = 0.35m. So il LW & 1.1m and wa need the tide height for
2 hours after LW wa take LW 1, 1m + 112 for hour 1 and 2/12 for hour
2=3/12 (3 x .35m) = 1.05m total 2.15m. Jusl In cormplicate matters
mare on the Medway from Sheamess o Sakpan Reach and af
Kingenaorth the Ebb is stronger than the Floed and in Kethale and Long
Reach’s the fload is stronger than the ebb.

You don'l need all this 1o race at Wilsonian but a good knowiedge of the
tides & definite asset and good tactical tool and a daefinite if you want to
a0 cruising the creeks always remember ‘knowledge is power'.

n.rn Lamibert and Smilh enfoy the relatively pleasant
wealher of the Freezer praclice race, witle John Gore and Terry
Eaglestone maintain thelr vsual vigi,

Photo: Peter Homer
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per HW at 0.9 knots o at MHWE
1.4 ks Ared the milnimum rate
at MHWHR and BMHWS Is § hours
biefore HW when the raie is
slack, the narrowring of e river
at Upnor should produce higher
rate than these at Kingsnorth.

We now have the time, haight
and rate of the lide at HW at Up-
nar, 8l straight feraard exoept

I:III.II:III.I.'I.H o -:- T
A LRLET PR TELALK]
o iR

the hmight of the tde is rnot e
deph of water you will encounter.
Thig height quoted i ‘Abova Chart
Datum’. Owing fo the vast ranga
cf tide fiows and haighis eround
the country the ondy way 1o get an
accurate form of notation for tidal
height & 10 have & fived point
Thiz was fixad al Mewhn in Com-
wall at its LAT (Bowest astronami-
cal fide) and al heights guoted on
charts are above or balow this
heighl. 3¢ at Upnor the deep wa-
ter channel on the chart shows adepth of 5.1 m wnich i5 chart datum
figure, the rue depth s this figure plus the tidal height figure we have
just warked out, so charl datum 5.1m + tide helght Sm = 10.1m.

Many areas on the chart are colourad yellow which at first glance would
seam o indicate they would dry out at kow water, inceed the heighls
shown ara underlined which mean they are drying heights above chart
dafum, Howeyver we have to add the height of o water to this Tgurg io
saa if they do dry out. ALMLWS fide height st Upnor is 0.5m The mud
adacent to Hoo Island shows a drving hemhl of 0.9m so the dring
hEﬂghI exceeds he tica haghi by

D.4m 0 it doss dry oul, Howewer il
had been MLWH the fide haight
would have been 1.4m and would
exteed the drying height by 0.5 m
and so would be underwaier
ﬁlﬁt":

There is a rule called the twalfths E._&

Wilzenzn Sahng Chub Magazing
Sa much for coming events. Mow for news from the Sailing Cammittas

We recently gired the old chestnut of the effect of Folty and Darmett
beacons on the course you've to sai. This nale (club 31 9.1) was
amended for good reasons in 2002, and & & Interpreted such that boats
are marehy forbsdden from passing betwesn the beasons and adjacant
land {8 passage which maght be dangerous). Course setters must re-
membes 1o include appropnate marks (including such as Folly & Dar-
nett beacons) In courses that are intended to exclude passage through
@.9. Hoo and Soulh Yanllell Cresks,

Another club 3| that was looked at was Ihe finshing time Bmit, We
sesmed 10 be getting the situstion ansing mare than we wanted of the
fastesl koat i a Neet finishing just within the time Himit, white othes
boals that might heve been handicapped lower, and mighl even bawe
been winning, were excluded for being 100 lale, To make things fairer,
and to ensure course setters give due regard 1o the slower boats in
their fleet, 31131 has been amended to read;

The firme it in class and olub saries evends will be 1300 for a.m.
races and 17.30 for p.a, races for the first boat; other boals not fnish-
g by 13-30 or 18:00 respectively shal be sooned DNF,

Thiz will b2 implemantad from the Late Summer points serias, e 23rd
Juily, cnwands,

S0 you have at kxast 30 minutes to finish after the first boat. In principle,
this should mol on average lead o shorter courses, & should just ex-
clude the extreme ones, Indeaed, with the right interplay Detween course
sefters, safety boats and race officers, it should be possible 1o sel inler-
esting courses and have them shinensd al the appropriste imes
Course selters need 1o inchide enough marks in ihe second halfl of the
coursa 5o that il can be shortenad, preferakbly by fiving flags S over C al
& mark 1o retum the fleet directly fo the club ling, Safety boatl crews
need o ensure that they hawve the flags and witing matenals, and that
they keep the RO informed of progress, and the RO needs to monitor
thie likaly firish tirmes of fleats and ordar a timely shortening as appro-
priate. We won't always get it right, but if we're all pulling in the same
direction, things can improwe.

O ihe subject of nurmber of crew, @ . singliehanding & two-man boat,
we agreed a couple of vears ago to aliow deviation from the class rules
in series races only, provided no great problems or objections awse,
Wa'ra looking al that again; ifyou have any stong views, please el
your ficel captain, the Sailing Secretany or @ fag officer Knony, We woan'l
be able to please everyane but hopafully the majority.

T




2 Wisonlen Solleg Clul Mapesis:

There has bean a vibrant stan o the sailing
season as far as fwn-out by the Mirack fieet |5
goncernid, although there are still one or wo
pecple who haven't emerged from winer
hibarnation. Leckily the lighl winds haven't
delorred people. It's grest to see Sue Hannant sailing again, with Mina
as her halm and there's sure o ba plenty of competition and rivalry
petwean the Walises, sailing In separate boate. Itwas alsa good 1o 2ée
Steve and Sarah on e water and we hope 1o see tham agan soon,
Unusuzlly, Colin and Mavrean have sailad al the club quite reguiarky
during the Speng Points saddes and are the winners of the afternoon
points, with Martin and Mike winning the morning serles,

Afer many weeks of fustratingly light winds, the summer points, just
e the spring points series starbed off with challenging conditions.

Thefe were sirang, sudden gusts which kept all of the sailles an their
joes, Peler and David won both races.,

Remember that the Miracle Open Meeling, which is run as part of the
Medway Regatta is on 7" and 8" July and we are hoping for a raally
goed turm-out fram the Miracle fieet [12 boats pre-entered will gef you
your awn sfart, six by Saturday afferoon will af least mean class
prizes. Edj .

Dan’t forgal 1o have your bike seady for the Tour de Hoo oycle ride an
June ¥, meating at the club at 11.00. Paul has arranged hres cruises,
the first being on Saturday 18" August to Queenborough, anather Lo
Aylesiord provisionally on 9th September, while the third will ba a sail
around the creeks at high water ona date Lb.a. Last vear's cruise was
grestly enjoyad by sl thoss who participated.

| hope thal everyoody received the second Miracke news|etter that Paul
has made & marvellous job of editing. IF vou have nol received a copy,
it's probably because | don't have your email address.

Lesley O'Rourke

Miracke 3722
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THETIDES EXPLAINED... PART TWO

By Paul Nudds

Following the sarker explanation of the tides, Understanding the tide ta-
bles and working out depths from the chart might seem siralght forsand
buit were are several pitfalls to be awere off so hopefully | can explain
haw it all works.

Always remember bde tables are givan in Uni- ares,

varsal Time (GMT) using the 24 hour clock. One LRl 1525 b
hour should be added during British Summer o G S
Tirse (BST) batween 27" March & 29" October - =
In 2005, For ctanty we will use the tida tablas T i
given for Sheemess as printed in the MYA Year- | ™50 22 ™ Y

Dook (availabie in the clubhouse) whare the cor- mn ar ggien e
rections for Sheernmass( bul not the time for BST) | &5 & Wos o
have already bean done snd the Imray Chart hooifTE
%18 River Medway and epproaches. The tide o S i
table shows time in GMT and heights in melres, i - 4 S~
so for axampla April 17 2005 shows high water
at 0419 GMT and helght 5.3 m, as this iz in the
BST pariod we add | hour so0 HW is 0518 BST. Tha lmray cheorl gives a
comrection for Upnor of +001% so HW Upnor is 0534 BST.

Tha chart also gives & panel for fidal height at high and low waler
springs and neaps. A further look at the tide table shows the fidal height
on the decrease from RS highest on March 28" * ™ and the lowest be-
ing on April 3™ "™ g0 our date & just before neaps, The chart tells us
that MHWHN (mean high water neaps) al Upner ig 5 melres, 17 it had
bean MHYVS (meaan high water springs) il wouwkd have besn 5.9 metres
50 you can seo the diference a spring tide make

The Imray Chart also gives a panel in-
dicating tidal rates at various parts of
the river shown by coloured circles with
the letters &, B, C. I within, The clos-
est of these D & at Kingsnorth and the
panel shows at MHWHN the tidal rate
will be O.2m at HW, this panel also
gives rates for each hour befone and
after HW so the rabe can be found for
any time, For example at Kingsnorth
the max rale at MHWHN s 2-3 houwrs af-
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There is howewvar a big danger of it sailing away — 5o hang on b soma-
thang.

Right Line

Righting the beat is straightiorward provided vou have fied a righting
line to the base of the mast. The line is then thrown ower the top hull
and twisted around the vour trapeze hook, Trapezing from the lower
hul seon rights the boat. Ifyou're not heavy enough for this your com-
pairiot stands on yvour chest! [t sounds dramatic but is works surpris-
inghy wel,

Encugh of this. | really want to talk about racing boats, 2o 'l see what
reactian | get to thies adicle before | decida the contant of the next. |t
could be about racing @ Hobie cat, or about the Laser 4000 which samea
of you will harve moticed | sall or it could be about some other class
which some kind club member has given ma the appodunity ta try (°d
hava to try & Mirache).

Coming up ! the Laser 4000 - herg Mark Heather amd Doikg Horner
on their way fo 8th in the Hoo Freezer. Photo Peter Horner
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Ta date the wind has not really played its part, with mainky wary Bght
wind races. The dilemima whean setling the course is, do wa try going
dowin river looking/hoping tha wind will fill in or keap the course close to
the club so at lesst we can all ged back in. Havng iried both ke answer
is; whatever ane does is wrang. Mevertheless, the number of boals
signing on Is stll very healthy.

The Phantoms aré now up o ning boats bul attendance is thin and
patchy, The L2000 are perhaps the best attendees but numbers ane
static and the Waylarers are nol exacily numerows thus Tar. The Lasar
singlehanders in their varnioos guises, ke the Phandoms look sirong an
paper but need o get far more on he water. Maybe the Heslrels can
tum on the charm and maka the break through, An outsider for growing
numbers could be the 3000 fleet. Suitable for all ighbeaezight salors, new
boats at good prices and geod qualty sacond-hand boals at sven
cheaper prices, Rumour has it 2 or 3 are thnking of swapping over to
themn [fime | changed olass, before the compedition geis foo fhal. Ed. ]

As some of you will know, | have asked various groupings within in the
Medium fleet to nominate someans to come to the cccasional Sasing
Commitiee meeting, this is just to allow more people to have a better
idea of what we ane trying to achieve. They are under no other obiga-
tion 50 don't iy and put them under pressure 1© do amything else.

The Pursiit Racas are com-
ing up on the Bank Holiday
Mondays a chance for al o
get a good rasull. DOy e
and do the Grand Prix, &

small slice of adventura in
normally unchared water

and the Medway Regatta

the best Cpen Meesting
trainmg/simulation without
having to travel. fand if you S

oor the sel £0.f
Briavw Reeve

- s

Phantom 11458 Martin Brown and Amarnds Rancaliis Buzr
cames inder proseure from Rebescd
Jones ' Lazer, Fhoto David Hudson




M Wilssiken Sailing 1o Mapnsisne

e T

LL e s e
',H:_l""-“_ F S et = i
.o e - i
Sy b ! .a-,ﬁ.;l,.r:f___m o R

]

i T, = ] N -Ih"'l'""- M,
The Medway as it was and as itis now. It sooms we

have mare sailing water than in the past North Marsh
hag shrunk into Nor Marsh, several Hoo Isiands have
become one, and the Upnors were not noteworthy.

map, but as it features
Cockham Woods and Gilfingham Forts but not ‘sur’
forts, Folly and Darnetl, it's likely to be 17th or 15th
century. The Editor will be happy to e-mail anybody a
copy if thay would fike one.

Whatever, the large expanse of water and creeks is 3
real appetiser for both the ‘Round the Creeks Cruise’
advertised opposite and the Grand Prix, both of which
aim to make best use of z high tide.
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way and & goes down_ it
does require a real burst of
. energy though because the
' spinnakers are iz and easily
| g0 info the water, =, bath
- hoisting and dropping must
| ber cdone as fast as possible,

| Thersa are banufifiul boats 1o

. sail, 50 exhilaraung they give

tremendous pleasure when

B you gel things right. They

1 Dite when you get things

wrong, but then they wouldn't

& be quita 5o exhilarating if it
was gasy. | count myself

IR R | ok to have Lo sailed them
AN and hape | wil aain.

Short, Fast & Hairy

Meanwhile 've been salfing some other exciling machines, one is only
16 foot fong and i faster than a 49er on a beam reach. Its a Hohiz 16 -
a bwin Irapeze cal. The Portsmouth Yardstick suggests extremealy fast
compared 10 the 498f - but | have 1o say | don't bafiave it - in lighter
winds and beating or sailing deep downwind they are nol so fast, They
ars quite emazng machines, bags of power and stability heeling wisa,
But fore and aft they are something the monohull sailer would nat antici-
pate. The hulls have very litke buoyancy so above a force 4 pour have
1o be reafly careful nol to put a bow o the back of 2 wave. If you do
the hull drives deeper and deeper, and stops, The restof the boat ard
the two crew on the wire continue forwarnd at speed rasulting in a huge
cartwhoal of crew, helm and hull. When it happensd to me § just curled
up inta a ball and praved | didnt hit anything. Sure enough | mirac-
lausky became unhooked and ended up In the water not too far in front
of where the boat had come 1o rest, Awoiding this "pitch pole” is a ma-
Jor prepecupation in waves and strong winds which means the CrEw
spend a lot of fime running backwards and forwards along the outsice
of the gunwale with the helm easing and trimming the mainsheet. If the
Pelm is quick he can often save a pitch pole and just hurm |Linto 8 mers
capsiza,

| say & mere capsize because | was of he view that & Capsize with a
cat is @ big production - its nol. | was surprised ta find that righting the
boat iz quite easy and there is very lie danger of I capsizing again,

n
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gonable reach into the mark. The sltermstive vew is to bang out fo the
favowred side and gybe when you reach tha layline. This cubs down 1ha
gybies but it's very difficult to judge the layline &t long range.

Wl our scenario has taken us down towards the lesward mark and
N we have o drop the ki, As you know the way o remove e
porwEr is 1o bear away and so nopafully we've jutged cur approach so
there is room for this, Experienca in siower boats would suggest a drop
and then a gyba, if a aybe is required, A beller way for hese boals a
gybeldrop. My reasoning being thal the speed lost by ewering the Spin-
naker would mean a low speed gybe, Now these are tippy boats and
have large sails and a5 I've explained before they are 235y to gybe
whan the apparent wind is light, i.e. the boat is going fast.

Gybe/Drop Gorgeous

So | would go for 8 gybe and follow the axact protedurs up to the point
whare the crew would start trapezing, At that point the helm woukd
cauntar the hesl &5 tha crew uncleats and stars pulling on tha refreval
line, Onceuncleated the spinnaker has to be reinevad rapidly but tha
crew does have encugh maoblity o assistin keeping the boat wpriaht,
he darent pause o hook on though, so the boat should be on a bioad
reach unless the wind is prefly Bohd, [f the tming & right the crew
should be ready Io hook on and move out as the helm heads up close
1o the mark.

Hara are soma Bile technical poits vou may not have realised.

Both thesa boats have self lacking jibs - they dont need tending be-
tween gybes. You 2ase but donl release at the windward mark and
forget about &t until yvou reach the eeward mark.

Both thesa boats have a single splnnak:&r narg.-'nrd.-'relrlﬂw fine which
also deploys the pola. ;

Thare is nol a separale
rope for the pola 85 on
e RS400 and there |
are no pole twaskers
(which angle the pola)
as on the RS400 and
Laser 4000, IU's all
quite simpls, you pull
the halvard one way
and the kite goes up,
you uncleat and pull the B

E@me rope the other ‘Bhato David Hudsaon
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MIRACLE FLEET
SUMMER CRUISES

The Miracle Fleet are organising three this Year.
Other suitable boats are welcome to join us .
Club boats are available

EENBOR HCR E
SATURDAY AUGUST 1

A repeat of last years successiul cruise...
2 miles, 2-2.5 hours duration each way,
briefing 10.00 fhirs finish approx 17-30 hrs.
Pub lunch at The Old House at Home, Queenborough

AYLESFORD CRUISE SATURDAY SEPT g

13 miles, approx duration 3 hours each way.
An interesting sall in conditions not usually encoun-
tered, with a pub lunch as usual
{thanks fo Pefer Hampson for guidance)

ROUND THE CREEKS CRUISE

A cruise at the top of tide around the creeks and is-
fands not normally visited
with a possible landing for picnic lunch.
date not yet fixed depending on tides and club events

if Interested contact Paul Nudds Miracle 1808 on
paulelthilli@btinternet.com, or 020 8859 1255




[2 Wikussiam Lol Chali Megasine

Make Your Crews Life Easier!!

How many of you halms at some point have though, © wish my crew
was quicker” ar °1 wish they would get these tacksigvbes nght™? Wl
the simple nuth = thal 2 crew's ability 10 perMoim MaEnoeuvTes |5 Dasad
o three key faclors: Practice, Good Communication and GOOD
HELMIMG!

Having crewed in variows tvpes of boats aver the vears, 've taken my
fair share of ear bashing for not dolng my job propedyl Howewver it
wasn't until recently that | did some helming in bwo-man boats that | re-
alized how many of my mistakes could have easily been avwoided
throwgh the helms end of the boat,

Allow Your Crew Time!

| bedieve oo many helmicrew teams am n this habil of ssding along
and following this sequence of —- HELM: Ready to gybe? CREW:
Readyl HELM; Goll [All from the days of when we first leamt to sail.)
In all boats, unless vou've salled with each olher for a long period of
time or ¢an read each offer's minds, this just Bn't enough, Gyvbing ES-
PECIALLY! Hebms, el wour ciews whal you plan to do LONG before it
happens. This gives the crew time 0 check their area of the boat (and
if need be, sort things oot). A the sheeds bing in the rigt place? Are
they knotied up? |s anything obstrecting the kite haivard for hoisting/
dropping? These are all things that need to be considerad long before
gach manoeuvre but howr many honestly give your crews that much
lirme?

Consider this new sequence of communication as an example for gy-
bing.

HELM: Right, | want by gybe ower there just bafore that buoy. CREW:
Ck, let me just check the boat,.... Ok I'm clear, 15 seconds later
HELM: Are you ready for thal gybe? CREW: Yeah I'm ready. HELM:
And,.. 2., 1., GO

Mot onky does this allow for perfest preparation of the gybe but also
[equaily importantly), keeps your crew informed and very calm through
the whok manoswere, Thers's nothing worss than a high-speed gybe
and tive crew having & last mmule adrenaling rush and getting all fus-
terad in the middle of the boat, it's just not quick.

Steer Smoothiy!
Evary part of safing requires smooth, sensitve steering, It's often wery
wedl done on straight ines by all, though sesms o be completely lost
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s for the helmsperson
ta head up in a progres-
Sive manner consider=
ing oaly the power gen-
argled by the g and nod
be influenced by the di-
rection of he next mark

N would be graal if tha
helmspersan ware able
to foliow a constant ra-
dius curve painted on
the water's surface. i
You might be wondering =0 &
what radius and through S
what angle? These pa-
rameters are elieclad
by wined spead buta 2
boat length radius, and
a ¥ degree ' is a
good starting point. The
pause woukd be after |
about B0 degrees of
tumi.

Again you find yourself out on the wire and the power controfiad by the
heading of the boat.  Head up and thare's more poser, head down and
you are sailing more in the direction of the mark, but losing speed. The
challenge is finding the right compromise. On the Medway quie large
changeas of course arg required 10 countsr quite large changes of wind
speed and the most difficult judgement is how to come into the leeward
mark with speed.

Deep trouble

Mext time you are watching asymmetrics follow thelr course's Into the
leeward mark - you'll often Ses Hyem cruiging inte s mark an & rn
with spinnakers emply becausa they didnt gat downwind enough, Al-
tematively you'll see them having b pul in wo gybes close 1o e mark
T achigwe that bit more depth.

Such mistakes are bad in 48ers and 8005 bacause these boats lose
such a kot of spesd by going too desp or gybing o often. My feelings
are that you should aim o go out to the favoured side of the course
then gybe 50 a5 to meet the clher keyling far enough out 1o leave a rea-
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keep planing however high it takes you, unlike say a RS400 or 4000
which in light winds would probably get io leeward fast by dispiacemeant
sailing and going as deep as | can commensurale with keeping the
spdnnaker full.

Gybao!

Tha helmsman bears away so there is less prasswe on the g, the
crew and helm therafore move i off the rapeze. The bear-away £0n-
tinues and helm and crew find themsalves standing alongside he boom
ire the middie of the beal with negligible apparent wind. For & momant
the crew keeps the spinnakear sheeted an what will be the new wind-
ward side. Somewhere during the bear-gway the helmsman wil have
gpased Llhe main a Bt By standing both halm and crew will have De-
come unhooked and the boatl will begin 1o [Ban ovar fowards 1hem,
Thiey duck under the boom, much bke a ack, the helmsman conlinuss
the turm at this show rate (which is a fiddle in the 800 bedause he kas 1o
pass Ihe long tiller extension nght rownd the back and keep his bal-
ance). s easier in the 48gr bacause the boal is more slable and, he
can drop one tiller extension and pick up the other ane on the new
windward side.

Ard here 15 a key moment in the gybe - the turn must be slopped. The
length of this pause is dependent on the skill of tha crews bt you'll re-
cal | said power is dependent on angle. There must be & pausea or the
bioat will power up before the crew and the helm get their wesght out on
the racks. So the boat is now running very broad on the new gybe and
as the crew and helm move outwards the habm is gradually heading up
which applies more and more power. | notica hal Clympic tews
pause barely at all - with club sadars a pause s noticeable, and with
novices — wel they don't pause st all!

Tha crew will have dropped the windward sheel which allows the spin-
naker aimost by magic o blow around the jib uff. He hooks on and
goes out as ha shests ine By now the apparent wind will be hawing an
affect so the halm can slart easing his wekght out on the trapeze &5 he
sheets in.

I reckon the mportant things =ra
« o turn the boat at a steady rate through the gvbe,
= giop the Wwim just after gybe B complate

» e crew 1o be ready 1o hiandie the small heeling force immediately
after the boom has gone across,
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whan il comes o manoeuvies. Too many times ara craws on the re-
celving &nd af 3 boat baing thrown through a tack or gybe and being ex-
pected to clean up the mess. Evary now and then thera's a crew who
seams I be able to dance across 3 boat with perfect balance ke a
'boat ninja’. But| chalenge that crew 1o be abie o be so light fooied
with a different helm o their usual. A helm wha slears smoolhly
thraugh tacks and gybes and keeps the boat flal, makes feir craws
work substantially easier] And thesa are the helms who seem 1o have
these light footed crews we all wonder about.

And last but certainly not keast, PRACTICE!

Evary Sunday wa get long asting courses wilh few lacks of gybes
(which in 8 RS600, I'm cerlainly nol complaining aboul] which can be
guites fun. Bul youre not going o be improving manoeuwras very
guickly on thesa style courses. The odd Saturday here and there (if not
allly spent tacking and gybing will reap seeable banefits, wihich | assura
you will not go unnoticed,

Lastly to all you helms, Il say this: indeed quick hoists/drops/gybes can
be worlh sarious boat lengths over a race coursa but a rushed crew,
tangled up in the middle of the boat, often keads to & race-costing cap-
izl

ﬂm@_ﬂw
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Sﬂllll‘llﬂl Racing

Waylarers have been at it for years, and MY C boals have been recipio-
cating with us on Sundays occasionally. but not many WSGC mambers
are awara that glso non-Waylarers are welcome to join In récing at
MYC on Satwrdays. The slart i at 14:10. 1T vou wani to be Included in
safely procedures, you may sign on &t the bottom of the appropriate
MYC signing on shesl {Waylarers or Dinghy Handicap), insering
(WSC) by wour details.

So, Il you ean’t make Sunday racing, or if you just want more, sail up-
stream on & Saturday, Remamber to aliow enough ime to get the
course off any of the MYC dinghy sailors (they use pre-set, numbared
courses, if you race regularly, vou can get @ copy of the course sheet).

Duty Headaches

Race officers and boat crews have encounered problems recently
when they arved at tha elub and found vital equipment missing or hid-
den away somewhere unespecied, be i ground tackle for buoys, flags,
clip boards ar even just useable pencils.

Please hen, when on duly, retum hings 1o whee they belong, and if
you nctice something is incomplele or missing, whether s your faull or
not, ensure that the COO anters 1 in Fs book; here will be no witch-
Runt and you will not be bilked!

This is once agsin being held on the Saturday before the Medway
Marathon Sunday, and thus this yvear on 15t July.

Have you promised to give a friend, colleague or relative a sail? (and if
not, why nod?l). If s, this i the time o do B depending upon their com-
petence and e weathar, they might even ke te go on to join in the
Evening Race at 16:30.

Alternatively, they might prefer to stay ashore and walch your gamius in
acticn whilz anticipating the evaning mesl being organised by the
heroes of the House Committes

Wihille you're pbvlously free 1o arrive at any fima, o give a focus this
wear an official start time for activity has been sef at 13:00,
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What's it like....

Sailing the RS 800 and the Z9er?
Par13

by Stewart Robartson

In the previous newsletter | was taking vou dowrrmwind in one of these
excifing boats and you'll recall we bore away at the windward mark and
ware flying st speed off to one side of the course. Power as you know
cameas from the wind but in these boats, wind comes Trom speed
(apparent wind).

These boats are unlike other boats where wind develops power and tha
speed comes from power. It's 8 cumulative effect In these boats - the
faster you go the more wind you get the faster you go. But you'we
guessad |t [t's mever that sample because your angle i critical, head too
high and you are simply cvarpowenad (you can't argue with 20 plus
sguzre metres of spnnaker), head too low and the apparent wind goes
suddanly in front and the spinnaker collapses. Yes Il repaat that last
staterment betauss it sounds 50 improbeble. Head too kow and tha
spinnaker coflapses bacause the wind is coming from in frontl Mew you
ko why these boals are parbicularly difficult be sail on the Medway, A
staady wind would make this crifical navigation easier. So where were
wie = abaut to gyba?

Back Wind

Gybing these boals is easier than you think. | know it looks unproms-
ing, large sails and tippy hull but as you've seen these boats can quite
aasily excead wind spead in medum breezes. Consider this, a 10 knot
breaza gives you al least 12 knots of speed provided you are sailing on
some sort of reach. At that speed when vou turm downwind you are ac-
tually going faster than the wind and the apparent wind = dead ahead,
Therz s no pressure in the sails,

Hopefully you'll gyba when you're lifted so that you ane on the favoured
tack once i iz completed. You'd actually be lucky to achieve this on the
Medway because most of the time you gybe to aveld the bank, Con-
versely in steady winds you'd be looking o gybe whan vou'ra about
equara ko he mark. In ighter winds a Ele [ater and in stronger stuff o
litfhe sarfer bocause vou can run desper. With these boats you have to
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Centrefold: please pull out, fill in your contact details and
put up poster at work, your tiddlywinks club or wheraver,

WHY Optimist £19+ Topper £19+
PAY e i se s

?

H Entrpree £24+ GP14  £24+

Wayfarer £24+ 420 £32+

Solo  £32+ Topaz £32+

RS400 F54+ Fireball £85+

www.newtoncrum.com

Newton Crum Insurance 01702 710041

FAX: G634 7223268 E-Mail: piratescaveukdyvahoo couk
www . PlratesCave.co.uk

Main Agents for: Holl Dinghy Fillings
International Paints
Elakes Faints
West System
and more...

You will find us at; 14 Northpeint Business Estale

Enlerprise Close
N ! Medway Cily Eztate
Qﬁ- 11/ near the enfrance to the Medway Tunnal
O O Mon - Sat Sam - Spm
Sl 9. 30am - 1.30pm

A .
-/M E.‘@ Discounts for Wilsonian Members!*
10% for cash or chegue, 5% for creal cards
\ (" dres nal ncede already discounted pmu'um'y
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